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The CANCURE (CANcer CURe Early stage training) 
project commences in July 2006 for a period of 4 
years. Funded by the Marie Curie actions of the
European Union Framework 6 programme, this
exciting project brings together eleven European
institutions in seven countries in a collaborative
venture to train the next generation of researchers
in translational (prostate) cancer research. The
partner institutions have a history of collaboration on 
a European scale in programmes funded through EU 
framework 5 and framework 6 (e.g. BIOMED, PRIMA, 
P-mark, GIANT, PROMET, etc.). The CANCURE project 
takes these successful collaborations one step further 
by integrating a PhD training programme across lead-
ing urology translational research centres throughout 
the European Union.

The European Union has acknowledged there is a 
shortage of trained researchers in the area of transla-
tional cancer research and further that Europe needs 
to train more young scientists and to provide the 
infrastructure to both retain and attract world class 
researchers to pursue their research within Europe. 
The aim of the CANCURE programme is to promote 
the training of 11 early stage researchers in a novel 
training course comprising a unique combination of 
multidisciplinary skills and techniques. Each early 
stage researcher will address pertinent, innovative 
scientific questions in the area of translational cancer 
research, with particular emphasis on one important 
localisation, the prostate. To perform translational 
cancer research that is competitive on a global scale, 
it is essential that we rethink the way individuals 
are trained. The novel, CANCURE integrated training 
programme will train basic scientists in research prac-
tises that reach from the laboratory to the patient and 
will learn them how to focus their scientific curiosity 
towards questions that are highly relevant to human 
health. Thus the programme will provide world class 
knowledge carriers capable of developing interna-
tional careers in translational cancer research.

We have assembled a consortium of internationally 
recognised scientists and clinicians that have differ-
ent, necessary complementary skills. In order for the 
students to be taught by experts in all the speciali-
ties involved in modern translational prostate cancer 
research, we have devised a common project that can 
be executed principally in individual centres together 
with significant periods of research in other centres 
with complementary skills. The major aspect of the 
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project is that although students enter the programme 
at one point, dictated by the speciality of the principle 
mentor, each student will move round the scientific 
project and will visit, interact with and be taught by 
leaders in the other fields. Additional aspects of early 
stage training will be covered by dedicated courses 
organised by both CANCURE and by local facilities (in-
cluding taught courses in personal skills, languages 
and ethics). 

CANCURE provides an opportunity to not only 
strengthen existing European collaborations in 
prostate cancer research but also to develop a com-
mon training programme for young researchers that 
exposes them to a broad range of modern labora-
tory techniques in several leading urology research 
institutions. These young researchers, recruited from 
both inside and outside Europe, will provide a cohort 
of well-trained scientists in the area of prostate 
cancer, that will be competitive on a global scale and 
who will have the necessary mobility to pursue their 
scientific careers throughout the European Union. 
This is an exciting time for urological research and 
through the Marie Curie CANCURE programme we 
aim to deliver a group of researchers that will make 
a significant contribution to understanding how 
prostate cancer develops and to design new agents to 
treat the disease.
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“…a cohort of well-trained scientists in the area of prostate cancer, that 
will be competitive on a global scale….”

The CANCURE project includes partners from the 
following institutions: University of Newcastle, 
(UK) (Coordinator); Centre Europeen de Recherche 
en Biologie et en Medicine, Strasbourg (F); 
Radboud University Nijmegen Medical Centre 
(NL); Medizinische Universitat Innsbruck (A); 
Forschungszentrum Karlsruhe (D); University of 
Sheffield (UK); University of York (UK); University of 
Tampere (FI); University of Cambridge (UK); Erasmus 
Medical Centre, Rotterdam (NL); University of Bern 
(CH). Further information on the CANCURE pro-
gramme can be obtained from our website -
http://www.cancure.eu.com.

For many years, the European Community has set out 
to strengthen the research base in many areas, in-
cluding biomedical sciences. In the Sixth Framework 
Programme, which was initiated in 2002, the EC has 
now granted funding for a number of prostate cancer 
related projects. These projects include:

1) PRIMA, directed at the genomic and proteomic 
characterisation of metabolic pathways specific in 
prostate cancer;

2) P-Mark, concentrates on the detection and devel-
opment of new prognostic markers in prostate cancer;

3) GIANT, which was put together for the development 
of viral and non-viral vectors for the targeted treat-
ment of prostate cancer;

4) PROMET, aimed at the development of models to 
study prostate cancer metastases;

5) Polygene, which will study the genetic underpin-
nings of inherited prostate cancers.

Besides these 5 research projects, also a training net-
work for PhD-students was funded, namely CANCURE, 
an early stage training network focussed on transla-
tional research for prostate cancer.

These projects, in which many European institutes 
collaborate, are all linked up to form an extended net-
work of European Prostate Cancer Research Centers. 

These research centers provide an excellent oppor-
tunity for EAU/ESU fellows to get training in various 
aspects of prostate cancer research.

The members of the European Prostate Cancer 
Research Consortia would like to invite urologists 
(in-training) that have the ambition to work within 
this research network, to contact Prof. Jack Schalken 
(coordinator PRIMA: j.schalken@uro.umcn.nl) or Prof. 
Chris Bangma (coordinator P-mark: h.j.vanalphen@
erasmusmc.nl) to discuss the possibilities of applying 
for an EAU-fellowship.

More information about the PRIMA and P-mark
projects can be found at the websites
www.primaproject.org and www.p-mark.org.

Training sites for EAU/ESU fellows
Network of European Prostate Cancer Research Consortia
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The annual prostate awareness day is an ideal oppor-
tunity for you as professional in the field of urology to 
promote awareness about prostate diseases among 
older men. This becomes increasingly important in 
view of the ageing population in Europe. 
Adjacent you will find two illustrations for this year’s 
Prostate Awareness Day, which will be held again on 
15 September. The European Association of Urology 
has developed these illustrations as part of the 
European Prostate Awareness Day campaign. We plan 
to make them available on the EAU website from the 
beginning of June, where they can be downloaded. 
We hope this will be an incentive for national socie
ties to launch yet another successful programme for 
this special day.
You may use the pictures in any way you consider 
appropriate; as posters for urologists, promotional 
material for general practitioners or for display in 
libraries etc. This may help you achieve your goal: 
more awareness about prostate diseases in men
over 50.
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Do not ignore 
your prostate!

Prostatitis, benign prostatic hyperplasia, prostate cancer..... These are all conditions, 
benign and malign, that can affect your prostate. Some cause symptoms such as frequent 
urination, others do not. But when detected in time these conditions can all be treated. 
The older you are, the greater the risk. 
Are you over 50? Then do not stick your head in the sand; 
a prostate test is simple and cheap. Ask your physician. 
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A prostate check is as 
simple as checking oil...
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